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tain ignorance ^f PaJdy. But Irish 
taste wiU never be fed by the hand 
of such a caterer. What! shall the 
public table be furnished from the 
depot of larceny? No: this mm- 
Btrel-quack, to whom Apollo denied 
% diploma, makes up his bolus too 
grossly for ibe^ national palate. 

H.H.H. is ^officer, (I think a 
Lieutenant,} in a regiihent of mili- 
tia, a party of which regiment were 
la fely doing duty in Dungannon. I 
understand he was naodest enough to 
let his acquaintance know when he 
bad coramonicated any thing to 
youi' Magazine, and I have seen 
the number sought ^after with eager 
avidity. He who signed William, 
%<id I>., is long since gone from Bun- 
g'anoo. 

This is what I knowof H.H.H. 
I was not personally acquainted with 
him, so that I iiav* not heard him 
orally declare himself the writer 
whose signature was H.H.H., but he 
is the universally ateredited person, 
and I believe it unquestionable. 

The Proprietors of the Belfast 
Slagazine are at Hl'>erty to use ihi» 
communication in wltotfvtr manner 
iheji please. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magaiine. 

THE word nation signifies a dis- 
tinct, peculiar people, united to 
each other by the strongest and most 
endearing tiea; speaking the same 
language ; attached to each other by 
a similarity «f manners and customs, 
^nd separated from, and unconnect- 
ed with any other society of men. 

Every nation may be considered 
as a numerous and widely- extended 
family ; governed by the same laws ; 
professing obedience to the same su- 
preme head ; attached to each other 
by the strong ties of interest and re- 
lationship ; leeling the same parti> 



ality towards their native country: 
and the same disgust, or antipathy, 
towards strangers and foreigners. 
Considered in so grand a point of 
view, the duties which we owe to 
society become more distinct and 
clear. Family duties become in 
some measure social. With that 
strong and ardent love which 
unites and connects the members of 
a family, should we love our coun- 
trymen. With that fervent zeal 
which every member of a family 
evinces, in endeavouring to promote 
the interest, honour, and respectabi- 
lity of his family, should we be ant> 
mated in behalf of our country Pa- 
triotism and, loyalty should glow in 
our breasts : philanthropy and love 
should characterize our actions ; and 
all our talents and resources, nay, 
even our liv«>s and fortunes, should 
be o0ered at the shrine of duty, if 
such a sacri.fice could have the small- 
est tendency to rescue our country 
from' impetiding danger, or proinote 
her glory or happiness. 

Of all the vices which degrade the 
human character, selfishness is the 
most odious and disgraceful. It is 
the characteristic mark of internal 
corruption. It discovers a heart, des- 
titute of every fine and generous 
feeling ; insensible to the mild and 
gentle virtues of benevolence and 
humanity ; and completely sunk in 
vice and depravity. Those mean, 
sordid wretches, whose sole happi- 
ness consists in self- gratification, are 
completely di^stitate of the slightest 
feeling of philanthropy or patriot- 
ism. Frequently insensible to the 
misfortunes of their friends and rela- 
tives, sentiments of concern for the 
welfare of their country cannot rea-. 
sonably be expected from them. 
Their thought* being wholly occu- 
pied in' contriving schemes to amass 
wealth, and increase their personal 
possessions, the misfortunes of their 
country aeidom co&t them ^ sigh i 
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Bor does the sympathetic tear flow 
fur the raised.es or distresses of tbeir 
feliow-cltiBens'; but hedge-hog like, 
insensible to every tbktg, but M^hat 
is contained in the harrow shell of 
tbeir own desires, they virtaally fe- 
bouiice all connetion with society, 
tind exist only for themselves. 

That man, indeed, must be pos* 
yessed of a heart, cold and insensible 
ks a block of marble, and destitute 
of every noble and generous feeling, 
\vho, in the present awful and alarm- 
ing state at' affairs, can survey his 
tiountry, without feeling the deepest ~ 
and teniterest emotions of concern. 
Great Britain ttnd Ireland, insulated 
from the continent, and surrounded 
and washed by the roaring billows 
of the Atlantic, have experienced in 
them a sure bulwark of defence. 
Protected by this liquid element, 
and feeling conscious of her personal 
security, Great Britain has. with a 
devilish zeal, laboured to embroil 
the nations of the continent : labour- 
ed to raise the whirlwind of war, and 
excite them to the murderous com- 
bat, in the execution uf these in- 
fernal plans, she, aliu ! has been 
but too successful. England has 
been a piercing tiwrn in the side 
of Europe. By Jier intrigues, by 
ber supplies and sobsidies, she has 
succeeded in exciting one of the 
must obstinate, sanguinary, and 
bloody wars, that the historic pen 
ever recorded : whilst (let it be re- 
inembered,} not one drop of blood 
has stained her own shores. No ! 
the thundering peals of war have 
only been heard at a disunce. The 
dark black tilouds, which have so 
long overhung the icontinent, have* 
iky the merciful, hand of Heaven« 
been averted from our coasts. The 
fierce tempest, that has swept the 
extended continent, aiid poured d^ath 
4nd destruction aroundi has there 
spent its fury ; whilst these two high- 
ly favoured islands have enjoyed H 
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clear unclouded atmosphere,* am) 
basked undisturbed in the sunbeamtf 
of peace. Great ■ is the mercy onr 
country has experienced ; ai>d great 
should be our gt-atitude for such un- 
deserved favour. But, let us not 
congfaiulate ourselves on our se- 
curity ; the final result of events is 
concealed by a veil, impenetrable 
to human sagacity. The war nuw 
wears a different aspect from what 
it once assumed. The coontiess le- 
gions of our enemies no longer terri- 
fy us with threats of iiivasiion ; a 
surer, but more tedious plan of ope- 
rations they have adopted. They 
now strike at the source of England's 
wealth and power. They now strike 
at the source of England's naval so* 
periority. They now, fay perseter' 
log in a system of blockade, have 
succeeded in reducing thesei once 
rich, flourishing islands, to a com<i 
parative state of poverty and misery. 
From the North Cape to the Bay of 
Biscay, Europe pwsents an iron- 
bound coast, hostile to every British 
subject. There we no longer heboid 
the ports of Iriends and allies. There 
we no longer see inviting markets 
for our manufactures. Silence, an 
awful, p:>rteutous silence, reigijs a- 
long those coa^s, which Once re. 
sounded with the busy bum of trad- 
iiig merchants : which once welcooi. 
ed the approach of the British flag, 
save where the peals of thundering 
cannon, and the shouts of eaulutioii, 
announce the victories of oufeoe- 
mies, and the defeats, and discomfi* 
tare* of England, aiuf her unfortn* 
nate allies. Excluded from the con* 
tiaeqti our spirited and persevering 



• Our correspdndent baa surelj forgot- 
ien that (his uncloocM (ky was dbscured 
in 1798, when Ireland suffered th(f actual 
miieriesof war. This ii not the, place to 
(£seuss to whose account the events of 
that year arc jiutlv attribotablt. 
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merchants are necessitated to rast 
tiieir eves nroniid, to dismfer miir- 
kets for the contents of their over- 
stocked warehouses. The waves of 
the Northern, Southern, and Pacific 
Oceans, are plouL'hed liv ilie roving 
Jnerchant-ships of Britain ; and everv 
remote shore and island is explored, 
ill oriler to discover customers for the 
produce of ilM-ir distressed country. 
Alas ! how fallpn I Briiain, thou 
once rich, strong. poMerful idand : 
the fiivoorite residence of liberty : 
the seat of iiulusirv, peace, and con- 
tentment ; wliylasad reverse of for- 
tune dost tlinn now ex|H'riencc : thv 
blnoniiiiii honours arc witlicred and 
fallen ; thy mdusvrv and commerce 
are crani]jed an<l paralyzed ; thy 
boasted wealth is vanished ; thy 
strength imd resources have been 
wasted in the unfruitful campaigns 
in the Peninsula; the gandy linscl 
IS all that remains of thy former 
siiiendonr and magnificence. Such, 
Oh ! Britain, is ihy present deplor- 
able state. St:lfish, and hardened 
Miust he the heart of that man, who 
tan witness the degradation and ruin 
of his tounlrv ; of his once bhiom- 
iiig, once th)urishing coiinMy, wiih- 
out experiencing.' the most acute and 
agonizing emolioiis. 

Some of us, hv the nserciful Pro- 
■vidciue of God, arc placed in situa- 
tions, that eualde us, in tliese awful 
tiiocs, to tiijoy M-( nvely ail the coni- 
fort-s and convtiiicnt ies ol li'e. But, 
in «i)at (liiierent siiuaiious are nmi- 
ti(u<les of (lur fellow-ci*!2ens ? liow 
Miournfid and d sties^irg is ihe situa- 
vion of thove in our sister island, 
who, urgui by dife nttessily, by 
the pre,--.smg calls of himj^cr, by ihe 
trie.-- cud lameuiations of tht-ir wives 
and <hii(lr(H, are compcKfd to r;,I.-ie 
the arm of lebellion, ami loudly de- 
maud biend lor their staiving fami- 
Wes, liovv avilnl is the situaiion of 
our touiiltvuitn on the continent, 
ivsiiibw. 01 «i..„.u v\cie, ^tihaps, 



necessitated to have recourse to the 
savage trade of war, to gain for them- 
selves a bare subsisteitce : who now 
endure all the mi.series of a military 
life, expo.sed to sickness, di.seasc, 
and famine : who, far removed from 
kind friends and relatives, whose 
officious attention might tend to mi- 
tigate their suflierings, are stretched 
in the cold tent on a bed of straw, 
sick, diseased, and wounded, suf- 
fering all these combinations of evils, 
unpilied and unmourned. How dis- 
mal is the prospect, and wretched 
the condition of multitudes of our 
country men, who, in a land,- boa.sl» 
ing of the enjoyment of freedom, 
and civil liberty, have, by treachery 
or violence, been torn, by a s;ang of 
robber."!, from their friends and fami- 
lies, and plunj;ed into a gulph of 
slavery and misery : who, confined 
in ships of war, and tossed on the 
waves of the roaring ocean, are sub- 
jected to the caprice and cruelly of 
arbitrary and tyrannical masters, 
without daring to indulge the most 
remote hope of manumission, or res- 
toration to liberty. Let us indulge 
these reflections, and sufter the sym- 
pathetic sigh to burst from our hearts, 
and the tear of benevolence and hu- 
manity to start lo our eye.s, and flow 
down our cheeks. Let us scorn to' 
degrade oursulves to a level wi-h the 
brute creation, by suttering narrow, 
mean, unworthy views of self inte- 
rest to harden and contract our 
hearts, rendering thera the seat of in- 
sensibility. 

Gracious Heaven ! look njerciful- 
Iv on our dear country, in her pre- 
sent fallen, deplorable condition. 
Avert impending judgments ; and 
let her become the. subject of thy 
tender niercj'. Grant that the dark, 
bhick clouds, which overhang us, 
threatening destruction 'and anni- 
hilaiion, may dissipate; and that 
the brilliant sun of peace may a- 
gain bitak forth: may again il- 
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lumine our hazy atmosphere: may 
again impart strength and vigour 
to our exhausted country, and re- 
store her to her primitive state 
of industry, coDtenltnent, and bap- 
pinesi. 

Marcellus. 



Ta tie PrtfrUtan a/ the Belfast MagaiJiK, 

TpHE advantages which arise from 
the dissemination of political 
and literary knowledge," anion<' the 
efficient iqfcmberii of a ■{Vee"^ate, 
ire at the present crisis suffiaently 
•viilent. Enlightened views of. the 
basis of civil society, gnd of the prin- 
ciples upon which political systems 
have been organized, are the only 
sure means of becoming ac()uainted 
with the nature of true liberty, and 
of those privileges to which the indi- 
viduals of every free commonwealth 
have a right. 

This intormation the liberty of the 
press makes free to every individual 
who is possessed of either curiosity 
or interest to investigate these im- 
portant stihjecti. The expenses are 
but trifling, when com|iared with 
the enjoyments which irrational and 
iutelligeiit mind must. reap from such 
researches. The opposite interests 
of the rival nations of Europe have 
often called the warrior to the field, 
and swept her most fertile and tlour- 
islimg countries with the besom of 
de.^truction. The military prowess 
of the warrior has- often been em- 
ployed by the cabinet, to carry into 
execution plans of inju.stice. The 
subjects of each nation, from the re- 
presentations of their rulerg, are led 
to consider thetns«lK^s as injured, 
to consider their causae as the cau^e 
of justice, and of m^okind. The 
Patriots enter the field, inspired by 
a false lote of their country ! Their 
swords are stained with each other's 
tlood ! History records their a- 
fchieyemepts ; their actions are sung 



by the poet, and the orator is lavish 
or' \\\* eiicumiunis on their valour, 
and pairiutism. Here, however, 
the philosopher proposes a question, 
which must throw a gloonv over our 
airy speculations. What good have 
these achleveini-nts been productive 
ot to mankind at larfie } Have they 
increased our happiness? Have ihey 
iiiciea.sed our domestic comforts } 
Have they improved our minds, or 
adde<l to llie numher of oar social or 
benevolent virtues? Have they in- 
creased our population ? Have they 
improved our urts and manui'acturts ? 
Have they advanced the intere.sts of 
polite liieiature, or added to the r»~ 
sources of nations? 1 presume, we 
will be found inadequate to return 
a pleasing answer to these ques* 
tions. 

To tvhat .source tben will we trace 
those iununierable evils which are 
the consequence of a state of warfare 
among civilizeik nations ? I presume 
we shall find them in a high degree 
owing to a want of information with 
respect to civil rights an>oiig the in- 
dividuals of a state. In consequence 
of this circumstance, tbe selfish and 
unjust views o\' rulers are imposed 
upon lite multitude by the talents of 
the statesman and the orator. Rob- 
bery which in tbe case of an iiidj. 
vidual is considered as a crime of 
the most glaring nature, is, with re- 
spect to nations, considered not only 
pardonable, but honourable. The oiv 
der of nature appears in this instance 
to be completely inverted. An in,, 
dividual acting for himself is ac;- 
countable for his actions, and it 
punished or rewarded according to 
liis merits. A government acts for 
others, and millions are interested 
in their proceedings; yet here we 
have seldom the means of making 
them accouutabiu. When an error, 
in this case, is committed, the only 
mode of redress is to use our best en, 
deavuurs to prevent its recurr^ncp, 
Djffeieiit opinions ponce^ning tha 



